
518

Statistics of Deaths from Violence.
BETTER statistics of a large class of deaths which

are in one way or another preventable, and whose
causation is for that reason a fitting concern of
the State, are in great requisition. By better

statistics we mean not only more accurately
collected so that few instances may escape record,
but tabulated in a more orderly and uniform

manner, so as to be readily accessible, and sub-
divided under headings selected with a view to
the maximum of useful information being obtain-
able under official guarantee as to its trustworthi-
ness. An interesting pamphlet has just reached us,
written by Dr. W. A. BREND, lecturer on forensic
medicine at Charing Cross Hospital, which well
indicates the importance of statistics as a basis for
legislation in matters connected with human life/
and Dr. BREND has no difficulty in showing that
there is room for vast improvement in our

methods of dealing with official figures. We have

separate reports, with good reason, from Govern-
ment offices, each of which deals with fatalities

occurring in the activities under its special
purview, but Dr. BREND contends rightly that there
should be uniformity in the methods of collecting
and collating the figures, enabling the different

reports to be compared with one another and with
the reports of the Registrars-General of England,
Scotland, and Ireland. Such a chance of general
coordination would greatly increase the value of

the whole series.
From the reports of coroners’ inquests we should

obtain useful statistics which are now practically
useless because of the absence of system and of

uniformity of areas. The return of coroners’ inquests
tabulates deaths according to coroners’ areas, many
of which are not co-terminous with any other areas,
while their populations are not known and cannot
be determined from any published source. In other

returns the administrative areas are used, and in

yet others the registration areas, while in his

principal table relating to violent deaths the

Registrar-General for England and Wales gives,
as Dr. BREND points out, no local subdivisions at
all. Moreover, the various reports from which

statistics must now be extracted, and extracted
according to his own principles by the individual
inquirer, are not even unanimous as to the bound-
aries which they assign to the countries of the

United Kingdom. The Registrar-General assigns
Monmouthshire to Wales, the Home Secretary
when issuing coroners’ returns and the return of
accidents from vehicles places it in England. The’

Isle of Man and the Channel Islands sometimes

figure statistically as parts of England, at other
times and in other documents they do not. Lack

of uniformity is, not, however, confined to areas.
Dr. BREND points out that as between different returns
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there is variety of period, that of Jan. 1st to Dec. 31st
being generally, but not universally, adopted. But
there are also varieties of periods in cases where
deaths are classified according to the ages of the
deceased, and varieties of nomenclature, so that even
such words as "manslaughter" and "abortion" mean
different things when used by the Registrar-General
and by the Home Office. We have referred to the

desirability of headings being so selected that
the greatest possible amount of information might
be afforded by the statistics compiled under
them. This clearly cannot be the case unless the
returns of figures which appear beneath the
various headings are obtained from the whole

country, and unless the terms employed convey
the same meaning in all the returns made.

Dr. BREND’S observations upon statistics as to
the overlying of children prove very well the need
for coordination among our various Government
Departments in the matter of official records.
The Home Office records 1173 verdicts of suffocation
of children while in bed with their parents or others,
but does not define 

" 

children," the verdicts being
either " open " or the deaths being termed acci.
dental. The Registrar-General records 1247 deaths
of children under 1 year of age and deaths of 13

children between 1 and 2 years of age found suffocated
in bed, but does not distinguish between those who
have died when alone in their beds from those who

were sleeping with other persons. The Registrar-
General for Scotland records 97 deaths from
" 

over-laying " of which 96 were of infants under
1 year. The Registrar-General for Ireland records
65 deaths, 57 being of infants under 1 year, as due
to the absorption of deleterious gases (conflagration
excepted), a form of heading under which deaths are
also tabulated by the Registrar-General for England.
It will be seen from the above that in Scotland

deaths occurring from overlying have a heading to
themselves, and that in England they form probably
a large proportion of the deaths of children

by suffocation when in bed with others ; but we

are reminded that not all of these are overlain. In

Ireland deaths of this class are included among
those due to the absorption of deleterious gases,
but apparently are not further distinguished. It
will be seen from this that anyone interested in
the conservation of infant life, who might wish to
deal with a highly important section of his subject,
would be unable to do so with any accuracy as
far as official records are concerned. He would
find ascertained figures covering part of the ground
only, and would have to supplement these for the
rest of the kingdom by estimates and deductions.
Similar difficulty exists in many other directions,
although the machinery from which the greater part
of the statistics requisite could be compiled is already
in existence. It might be undesirable to burden
coroners with the making of fuller reports, and
difficult to ensure in all such reports a level amount
of accuracy and detail. But undoubtedly there are
classes of deaths of which our knowledge is seriously
inadequate. Dr. BREND’S suggestion is that the task
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of coordinating the figures, duly ascertained by
systematised methods, should be performed in

the office of the Registrar-General from records
forwarded by coroners, and he gives reasons why
the task should not be overwhelming. Then, when
the time comes for the consideration of such

topics at our leisure, an inter-departmental com-
mittee might undertake the task of securing
statistical uniformity. We believe that in certain

forms of violent or unnatural deaths we should
thus obtain a field for investigation and an

opportunity, hitherto neglected, for saving life.
This small volume is a clearly written and prac-
tical exposition of the subject, and points the way to
a valuable reform in our administrative methods.

Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

THE HEALTH OF FEMALE MUNITION WORKERS
REFERENCE has been made frequently in these

pages to the questions regarding the health and
welfare of munition workers which have arisen out of
the circumstances of urgency in which factories have
been established to meet the demands of war. It is
not a matter of merely temporary importance, for
the workers concerned are citizens who will have
to carry on the life of the nation when peace is
established, and for this the preservation of their
physical and moral well-being is necessary; we

ought, moreover, to be able to learn valuable lessons
to guide us in the elimination of some of the evils of
factory life in the future. The undesirable conditions
at present existing may be to a large extent of a
transitory nature, but their after-effects will be

grave unless every possible effort be made to

mitigate them. Men and boys, as well as women and
girls, are concerned, and young persons of both
sexes should receive special attention to their needs
because of their value to the country in the future. It
has to be remembered that a large number of munition
workers of both sexes have had no previous experi-
ence of factory life, while many will probably leave
it for other activities when the present demand for
their services ceases. The need for Sunday rest, the
evil of long hours, and the recommendations of the
Munition Workers’ Committee on the subject were
referred to in our issue of Dec. llth, 1915, and the
recent Memorandum IV. of the Committee, com-
mented upon in THE LANCET of Feb. 19th, will be
found to contain a discussion in some detail of
periods of employment with special regard to the
case of women. The Memorandum also praises their
patriotism, but it finds that conditions of work are
accepted uncomplainingly which are detrimental to
output at the moment, and which if continued
would be disastrous to health. None can defend a
system of prolonged toil, either now or in time of
peace. which has not even the excuse of an improved
output to justify it, and no doubt maintenance or
reduction of output will be found to supply a test
as to whether hours are excessive and should be
curtailed for the protection of the worker’s health.
The assistance of the " welfare worker " is needed,
as well as the supervision of the Home Office and
the cooperation of employers, if the dangers of
factory life in many of their ramifications are to be
met, but persons with the desirable degree of

experience cannot be readily obtained. Efficiency
may, however, be found in those who undertake a
special task for the first time, if they have had some
experience of a cognate kind to guide them, while
possessing willingness to learn and adapt them-
selves to new employment. A woman with motherly
instincts and experience who has at one time
nursed in a hospital, or who has some practical
knowledge of plain cooking and of housekeeping,
should not take long in accustoming herself to
the ways and mental outlook of the munition
worker, whether young girl or woman, and should
be able to establish herself as the friend and

guide which many of them need. In certain
cases it seems likely that the functions will have
to be combined, and a woman who has once done
responsible work, with others under her, in the
wards of one of our hospitals should have
invaluable qualifications, both for the supervision
and " nursing of munition workers of her own
sex. We say this because we think that there must
be some so equipped who have not yet found a
place in our military or other hospitals, and who
may be seeking to do work useful to their
country in its need. Many may be engaged
upon " war work" " of some kind already, but

performing duties of a class that does not give
play to their special talents. For these there is
an opening if their circumstances allow them
to avail themselves of it, in helping to obtain
better food and better conditions for consuming it,
better housing accommodation, and more wholesome
lives for the women and girls who now are doing
work in thousands under conditions hostile to
their personal welfare. To furnish sound advice
and to hold out, if needed, a warning and restrain-
ing hand will also be part of their functions and
not the most easy to perform. It would enormously
increase the chances of securing the right women
for welfare work if there was a big fund from which
to remunerate such service. The class in which
the best women could be found have not as a rule
substantial private incomes.

PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS IN THE ARMY.

A LARGE number of men have been invalided
from the army suffering from pulmonary tuber-
culosis, and correspondence has recently taken
place as to the measures which should be adopted
in regard to them. In a recent letter to the
Times Sir Frederick Milner protested strongly
against pensions of any kind being refused to these
men, and quoted a case in which a man gave up a
good place, where he was earning 35s. a week, to
join the army, and was later discharged from service
for phthisis. The Director-General of Medical
Services was appealed to, who admitted that it
was not in dispute that the man was quite healthy
when he enlisted, that there was no trace of

pulmonary tuberculosis in the family, and that the
disease was contracted in the service; but he said
that the Medical Board had decided that the condi-
tion was not due to service, thus throwing the
responsibility of the decision on the Medical Board.
A discussion took place in the House of Commons
on Feb. 17th on an amendment to the Address,
expressing regret that there was no mention of any
intention on the part of the Government to accept
responsibility for the payment of pensions and
allowances to all soldiers and sailors discharged
from the army and navy on account of diseases
contracted or developed during service with the
colours. Mr. Forster reminded the House that by


